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RMBS May 2019 President’s Message: “New American Frontier—Pinyon Pine as Bonsai” 

"The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes." –Marcel Proust

As the venerable Mr. Proust suggests, it is possible 
to embark on a new journey in your own backyard 
(or more precisely, bonsai garden).  This could be as 
elementary as changing your mindset, seeing an old 
tree in a new way, or experimenting with “untested” 
species.  This month, we will accompany some 
RMBS members on just such an expedition: the use 
of a relatively unknown Colorado native species as 
bonsai: the pinyon pine.  American bonsai 
professionals such has Todd Schlafer and Ryan Neil 
agree that the pinyon is a mysterious pine with yet 
untapped potential. 

RMBS ecologist Mike Britten has a special interest 
in the Colorado native pinyon pine (pinus edulis) 
and is fascinated by the symbiotic relationship it 
shares with the Pinyon Jay and Clark’s Nutcracker; 
two species of native bird that collect, disperse and 
cache the wingless nuts from the pinyon pine for the 
mutual benefit of both species.  Mike notes the 

pinyon grows primarily in the arid southern and 
western portions of our state.  Along with four other 
species on pinyon pine, pinus edulis forms a vast 
woodland (with several species of juniper) consisting 
of 
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about 15 million acres in the southwest United 
States.  Mike adds that while pinyon pine as a group 
(11 species in total), are among the most drought-

tolerant pines, our P. Edulis occurs in a relatively 
cold and wet niche when compared to the other 
species (January temps 14-43° F and July temps 68-
81° F).  Pinus Edulis is hardy to USDA Zone 5.  This 
fact has been noted in pinyon pine (especially P. 
edulis) cultivated as bonsai: they can tolerate dry 
conditions but tend to prefer additional moisture 
when in a containerized environment.  The water 
and oxygen balanced preferred by pinyon pines 
tends to fall closer to a Japanese black pine, rather 
than a ponderosa pine.  I have one pinyon pine in my 
garden which was collected several years ago.  
Under my care, this tree has tolerated dry conditions 
(“the ponderosa pine treatment”) but seems to 
prefer a slightly more dappled sunlight location with 
more frequent watering.  They prefer sunny 
locations in the garden, but do not thrive on the 
intense sunshine enjoyed by ponderosa and 
lodgepole pines (at least not all day).  The first photo 
of a wonderful wild pinyon near Moab, UT and is 
courtesy of Bonsai Tonight’s Jonas Dupuich. 

Pinyon pines are “soft pines” belonging to the sub-
genus Strobus and are closely related to the white 
pines including limber pines and bristlecone pines.  
These pines have attractive dense, short needles.  
They have relatively supple branches that respond 

well to wiring; however, pinyons tend to have 
delicate bark which becomes friable with heavy 
bending.  I was able to accomplish as near 180 
degree turn on my bunjin pinyon without much 
effort but had to sacrifice some bark.  Wrapping the 
bend with raffia or cord can remedy this to some 
degree.  Thankfully, attractive deadwood features 
form with ease in such areas over a few weathered 
seasons.  

Pinyon pines have many sought after qualities 
that make superior bonsai: impeccable trunk taper 
pared with sinuous serpentine twists and oxbows 
that are beguiling.  Ancient deadwood features 
contrast the dense green of the short needles 
presenting us with the juniper-like paradox of life 
and death existing as one.  Pictured below is a 
pinyon pine owned by RMBS member Paul 
Koenning displaying excellent taper and exceptional 
deadwood.  Notice how the needle length is ideal 
for small to medium-sized bonsai compositions (in 
contrast with long-needled pines like ponderosa).  

RMBS past president Tom Anglewicz has 
experimented with pinyon pines as bonsai and 
currently owns five specimens which he refers to as 
the “enigmatic ones.”  He has worked these trees 
over the last three seasons and has some fascinating 
insight regarding their cultivation as bonsai 
specimens.  Tom has had many discussions with 
Ryan Neil regarding these trees, and both agree 
definitive knowledge regarding their habits as 
bonsai remains elusive.  A few notable nuances 
should be mentioned.  First, it is not uncommon for 
two different foliar types to exist at the same time 
on pinyon pines: mature needles and spiny-
juvenile foliage.  Pinyons tend to revert to juvenile 



RMBS JUNE 2019 | Volume 51 Issue 6  
 

 

Page 3 of 10 

foliar growth following heavy manipulation such as 
pruning and structural wiring (many juniper species 
behave in a similar manner).  The good news is that 
these trees have a propensity to back-bud profusely 
in the setting of stress, but the emerging growth will 
undoubtedly be of the juvenile nature.  Here is a 
close-up of my pinyon (pictured late May) with 
candles representing emerging mature needles 
along with spikey juvenile growth existing in the 
same foliage mass.   

 

One of the major horticulture questions that 
remains to be answered is can pinyon pine be 
treated as a multi-flush pine (like Japanese black 
or red pines)?  Tom has experimented with candle 
cutting the emerging shoots in late spring.  Indeed, 
the pinyon will produce new growth, and aggressive 
back-budding, however the new growth has been 
universally juvenile.  If the assumption is that 
juvenile foliage ultimately converts to mature the 
foliage, I can say without a doubt that pinyon pine 
can be treated as a multi-flush pine.  Maybe. 
Possibly.  Take solace in the fact that the juvenile 

foliage remains quite attractive, but certainly 
changes the character of the tree and is found to be 
more delicate than its adult variant.  Please 
reference the picture of Tom’s bunjin pinyon with 
predominantly juvenile growth that was subjected 
to the multi-flush technique.  Many have found that 
even mature pinyon foliage tends to be more 
delicate when compared to the other pine species in 
their garden.  This must keep in mind when working 
with this species.  

Taking this conversation further, Tom has 
experimented with treating pinyons as he would a 
single-flush short-needled pine (like limber or 
mugo pine techniques), by pinching back the 
terminal shoots of adult growth as they lengthen to 
stimulate expansion of interior shoots and stimulate 
further back-budding and maintain the silhouette.  
In a few months’ time we will know the results of 
this effort, but per his conversation with Ryan this 
weekend, they agree that this is the preferred 
operation. Here is a photo of Tom’s pinyon (on the 
porch) with predominately mature foliage treated as 
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a single-flush short-needle pine.  Notice the contrast of the adult 

foliage (left) with the juvenile foliage (right).  

The last point to mention regarding our discussion 
of pinyon pines is overwintering technique.  Are 
pinyon pines cultivated in bonsai containers 
winter-hardy in the Rocky Mountain region?  The 
going wisdom is that they should be.  This fact 
remains largely untested by our group.  Tom has 
kept his pinyon pines in his greenhouse (above 
freezing) over three winter seasons.  I have kept 

mine in an unheated garage (pots freeze rarely in 
winter) with moderate sunlight and have had a good 
result.  Paul Koenning kept his pinyon on a heat bed 
for the first few seasons.  Paul notes that this 
certainly worked to overwinter the tree, but it 
seemed to put out mostly juvenile growth the 
following season.  My guess is that assuming these 
trees are horticulturally strong and in a good-sized 
container, they can be overwintered in a cold frame.  
I’d bet that RMBS collector Bob Randall has a few 
pinyons in his yard that have braved the winter with 
no more protection than contact with the earth and 
a blanket of mulch.  

After the discussion above, the certainties I have 
are that we will see some amazing pinyon pine 
bonsai specimens soon, and that the discussion of 

their optimal treatment and care will be ongoing. 
Enjoy one more picture of pinyon pine as bonsai: 
this one styled by Todd Schlafer. 

Finally, please join me for our June program the 
“green elephant bonsai sale!”  We have resurrected 
the “white elephant” in the spring. This is a perfect 
time to divest yourself of the trees in your yard that 
no longer hold your interest, those extra pots, tools 
or soil components that are taking up extra space in 
the workshop.  This is the best RMBS sale of the 
year because you get to keep most of the 
proceeds!  Please come with these items, an open 
mind and a checkbook.  Who knows? You might find 
a pinyon pine of your own to expand your bonsai 
horizons.   

Your brother in bonsai, 

Andy Berry  

(p):303-910-5756 (e): andrb0304@gmail.com 

 

mailto:andrb0304@gmail.com


RMBS JUNE 2019 | Volume 51 Issue 6  
 

 

Page 5 of 10 

 
The entire yearly calendar is online here.

Date and Location Agenda or Program 

Shoji Screen Workshop                June 
Sat, June 1st, 9am – 3pm 
Gary Matsuda’s home (His address will be sent just prior) 

SHOJI SCREEN WORKSHOP 
THE SCREENS WILL BE WORKED IN THE MORNING 

MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING TREES TO WORK ON 

Monthly Meeting                            June 
Tue, June 4th, 6:30 – 9:00pm 
Central Christian Church, 3690 Cherry Creek S Dr, Denver 

GREEN ELEPHANT SALE & AUCTION 
 

Saturday Workshop                      June 
Sat, June 8st, 9am – 3pm 
Derick Starkey’s home (His address will be sent just prior) 

SATURDAY WORKSHOP 
MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING TREES TO WORK ON 

One Man Show                                June 
Sat, June 15st through Monday June 24th 
DBG 

ARTIST LES SIROKY 

Guest Artist Workshops              July 
Sat Jul 6th and Sun July 7th 8:30am – 3:00pm 
DBG Plant Society Building 

BJORN BJORHOLM 

Monthly Meeting                            July 
Tue, Jul 9th 6:30pm – 9:00pm 
DBG Plant Society Building 

BJORN BJORHOLM 

Guest Artist Workshops               Aug 
Sat Aug 3rd and Sun Aug 4th 8:30am – 3:00pm 
DBG Plant Society Building 

TODD SCHLAFER 

Monthly Meeting                            Aug 
Tue, Aug 6th 6:30pm – 9:00pm 

Central Christian Church 

TODD SCHLAFER 

Mt Goliath Fieldtrip                      Aug 
Sat, Aug 17th, 10am – 3pm 
Mt Evans Rd. Evergreen, CO 

BRISTLECONE PINE FIELDTRIP 
TED ENGELMANN 

Monthly Meeting                            Sept 
Tue, Sept 3rd 6:30pm – 9:00pm 
DBG Plant Society Building 

LONG PROGRAM: BONSAI SHELTERS 101 

Annual Show                                    Sept 
Fri Sept 6th through Sun Sept 8th 
Denver Botanic Gardens 

50TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL SHOW 

2018 - 2019 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=rmbsquestions%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FDenver
https://maps.google.com/?cid=2489189253273891582
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RMBS The "Roots" of a Heritage Tree 

A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of attending the 
popular "Beginning Bonsai" class at the Denver 
Botanic Gardens taught by RMBS's Larry Jackel and 
Hal Sasaki.  The class, always sold out months in 
advance, was attended by a dozen eager students 
hoping to become knowledgeable about bonsai in 
about 7 hours.  Of course, as anyone who is 
successful at bonsai knows, it takes years of 
practice, lots of dead trees and some serious 
coaching to rise to the level many of our members 
have achieved.  But what struck me was this class 
was made up of just young people.   I thought about 
the journey ahead of them and the advantage of 
their age while embarking on what could be a 
pursuit that would last them their lifetime. 

Over the past months I have written about some 
trees considered "Heritage Trees" because of the 
time in "training", and/or age or their individual 
legacy of ownership/care givers.  These trees truly 
exemplify the result of that initial journey someone 
took many years ago themselves.  As I have 
followed a "Heritage tree's"  history from several 
decades ago (perhaps when it was  in its glory) to 
now,  I  heard about branches that died, styling that 
was changed, repotting, periods of dormancy or just 
time itself that transformed the tree from what it 
once was to what it is today.  But the real story I 
think is in the tale of its beginning. What is at the 
"root" of a bonsai's story is the person who 
reimagined this tree as a bonsai to begin with.   Each 
bonsai artist has a unique vision for what the tree 
will become. As does many meaningful aspects of 
life, it takes many years of nurturing to sustain and 
perhaps realize that vision.  

There is a lasting legacy of bonsai artists that dates 
back to the early days of the Denver Bonsai Club or 
its subsequent "Junior" club which is now the Rocky 
Mountain Bonsai Society, in which members have 
been inspired, taught, assisted and welcomed into 
the bonsai experience by fellow members and most 
importantly, those senior members with decades of 

experience.  Each of these experienced bonsaists 
brings to the club a history of not only perfecting 
successful skills and techniques but also memories 
of those previous members who they had been 
inspired or trained by.  The resultant "Heritage Tree" 
is, of course, the true testament to these "roots". 

Over  the next four months (hopefully with better 
weather)  leading up to the 50th Anniversary of the 
RMBS I will be featuring some of those senior club 
members as we walk down the lane of memories but 
also highlight their own collections that represent 
their years of devotion to this art form and what will 
most assuredly be considered "Heritage Trees" of 
the future. 

  

RMBS HERITAGE TREES - Pat Deutschman 
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At RMBS we have developed a diverse, inclusive community of people who are passionate about bonsai, related 
arts and culture. We hope that learning more about our members and their practice will enrich our society, 
generate conversation and bring us closer together. 

This month we have a two-for-one deal: Lily and Robert Lorda 

Who are you and how did you become interested in 
bonsai? 
Hello RMBS, my name is Lily Lorda and I am 13.  My 
interest began with dad talking of bonsai and one 
day he brought me with him to a club meeting and I 
was HOOKED!  My biggest struggle is learning, 
taking in the information and applying it.  I am 
proud that we have kept most of our trees alive.  My 

favorite species are bougainvillea, aspen, maple and 
juniper.  I was surprised to find out what we can do 
to a tree and how real they can look.  If I were a 
bonsai it would be a jumping juniper still looking for 
my style.  Thank you all for sharing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello RMBS, my name is Robert Lorda and my 
interest in bonsai grew from taking care of a small 
apple orchard in Sebastopol California, followed by 
trips to the San Francisco Botanic gardens and 
curiosity in Shintoism in my late teens.  Then in 2001 
I took a bonsai class in Boulder Colorado, taught by 
Hal Sasaki, but I could go no further due to being a 
student at CSM and living in apartments.  Now that 

we have a house my bonsai experience has 
blossomed, and my proudest achievement is 
learning to collect yamadori.  My favorite species 
would be Sequoia and Colorado native trees.  My 
inspiration comes from decades of rockhounding 
and hiking all over the western United States.  
Thank you everyone for sharing your knowledge.  

  

RMBS ARTIST SPOTLIGHT – Lily and Robert Lorda 
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Thanks to all who came to the two events.  Below are pictures from 2018 documenting the addition of some 
large stones to the garden. 

Before the work, May 2018         After the addition of the stones 

 

Selecting and loading the stones at Red Rocks      Darell Havener & Hiroo Hiraga after the stone placement. 

 

TAKAYAMA PARK EVENT 
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Membership Renewal: 

RMBS has adopted a policy where all membership 
renewals occur on July 1, and cover the succeeding 
12 months, ending on June 30th. 
All memberships renew this summer on July 1st, 
2018.    Individual memberships are $35 per year and 
family memberships are $50 per year. 
You may pay via cash or check at any monthly 
meeting or mail your check to the address below. If 
you mail your check please be sure to include your 
email address and telephone number. 
PAYMENT ADDRESS: 

Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society 
c/o Membership Renewal 
PO Box 271043 
Louisville, CO 80027 

Discounts Available to Members: 
We have an account established with Way to Grow 
Gardening Supply in Denver.  You can receive 
discounts on some items up to 15%. You will need to 
tell them you are a member of RMBS. 

 

 
Resources for Members: 
 
Other internet resources: 

RMBS Web Site 
Colorado Bonsai Ltd. 
First Branch Bonsai 
S&S Bonsai 
RMBS Facebook Page 
Mike Horine Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
` 

NEWS FOR MEMBERS 

http://www.rockymtnbonsai.org/
http://www.coloradobonsai.com/
http://www.firstbranchbonsai.com/
http://www.bonsaitoolchest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rocky-Mountain-Bonsai-Society/262394869041
http://rockymtnbonsai.com/
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We’re located on the west side of the Denver Metro area, near I-70 
and Youngfield.    

  

    Email us at:  co.bonsai.ltd@gmail.com 

Specializing in Character and Colorado Native 
Collected Trees, Finished Bonsai, Starter 

Plants, Pots, Soil, Books, Tools, Wire, Private 
Lessons and Online Native Spruce sales. 

Do you need a gift for a hard-to-shop for 

bonsai enthusiast?  We offer Individual 
Bonsai Instruction Sessions and we have  

Gift Certificates!!  Use them for anything  
(supplies, classes, etc.) and at any time. 

    

http://www.coloradobonsai.com/
http://www.coloradobonsai.com/
http://www.firstbranchbonsai.com/
http://www.coloradobonsai.com/
http://www.bonsaitoolchest.com/

