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 ROCKY MOUNTAIN JUNIPER -TODD SCHLAFER  JUNE 2020  RMBS DEMO   

July 2020 President’s Message RMBS: 
Nursery Stock Juniper Part Two 

“Keep calm, bonsai on.” –Me. 

 

The latest update from the Denver Botanic 
Gardens in response to the corona virus 
pandemic is a thoughtful and cautious one.  
DBG leadership continue to take it “month 
by month” regarding gathering of plant 
societies on site.  All in-person meetings for 
the month of July have been canceled.  My 
presumption is that once these activities are 
given the greenlight, numbers of 
participants may be limited.  Additionally, 
given restricted attendance, strict social 
distancing measures and the furlough of 
nonessential employees and volunteers, 
DBG lacks resources to host society shows,  

 

 

 

sales and workshops.  These activities have 
been cancelled for the remainder of the year.  

The RMBS board has been proactive in 
anticipating the cancellation of our in-person 
exhibition and we are currently in the 
planning stage for the 51st Annual RMBS 
Bonsai and Suiseki Exhibition, which will 
be our very first “virtual” show.  We will 
likely need to revise the timing of the show 
to assure everything runs smoothly for the 
membership.  Please watch for periodic 
updates from Paul Koenning and the team.  
Also consider, if you would be interested, in 
displaying your work in this unique 
exhibition.  Much more to come here. 

President’s Message 
by Andy Berry 
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I am excited for our July meeting as former 
RMBS president Paul Gilbert will be 
discussing the art and appreciation of 
suiseki (viewing stones).  RMBS’ own 
Darrell Whitley will also add to our 
knowledge on the topic, as he has traveled 
extensively in search of exceptional pieces.  
Paul is a renowned suiseki collector, 
exhibitor and lecturer.  He is considered one 
of the (very) few North American experts on 
the topic.  I am looking forward to learning 
about the history of suiseki, the art formal 
display and have a look at Paul and Darrel’s 
exceptional collections.  The Zoom link will 
be forwarded to everyone, and I encourage 
you to attend Tuesday July 9th.    

           “Minamoto no Yoritomo” petrified wood                      
suiseki with black walnut daiza by Paul Gilbert 

 

         

 

 

Your brother in bonsai, 

Andy Berry (p):303-910-5756  (e):     
andrb0304@gmail.com   

 

See Andy’s article below the Calendar 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Stock Sabina Juniper Part Two: Primary 
Styling 
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Membership Renewal: 

RMBS has adopted a policy where all 
membership renewals occur on July 1, and 
cover the succeeding 12 months, ending on 
June 30th. 
All memberships renew this summer on July 
1st, 2020.    Individual memberships are $35 
per year and family memberships are $50 
per year. 
You may pay via check  by mail to the 
address below. If you mail your check please 
be sure to include your email address and 
telephone number. 
 
PAYMENT ADDRESS: 

Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society 
c/o Membership Renewal 
PO Box 271043 
Louisville, CO 80027 
 

NEW!!!	Electronic	payments	are	now	
accepted!!! 
Venmo:		
Search	Rocky-Mountainbonsaisociety	 
(click	pay	without	confirming	phone	number) 
	
Paypal:		Search	(or	pay	to)	
Rockymountainbonsaisociety@gmail.com 
(please	select	"sending	to	a	friend") 
*Please	note	additional	1-3%	service	fee	will	
be	applied	by	these	providers	for	electronic	
payments 
 

 

. 

 

Renewal- why it’s so important 

RMBS members have quite assuredly been 
missing the in person monthly meetings.  In 
addition to the valuable information learned 
from the presentations it was a great 
opportunity to ask questions, network with 
your fellow bonsai artists and share your love 
of the practice with each other.   

DBG has cancelled all garden club activates 
including meetings and shows for the 
foreseeable future.   In the meantime, we 
have worked hard to keep the momentum 
moving by holding our meetings on an on-
line forum called “Zoom”, including live 
demonstrations, following our schedule of 
events for the year.   For those who have 
tuned in there have been good discussions 
and problems solved via the ability to “chat” 
and a nice opportunity to see familiar faces.  
It’s as close to an in-person meeting as we 
can manage at this time and wish we could 
increase participation. Please let us know 
what we can do to facilitate your ability to 
“attend”. 

 It is imperative for members to renew their 
membership this year so we can continue to 
present monthly meetings, presentations 
and demonstrations and be ready to go as 
soon as we get the all clear from DBG to 
renew our in person monthly meetings.  
Whether a presenter appears live or via the 
internet, RMBS continues to pay for their 
services as well as ongoing operational 
expenses the club incures.  We hope to 
return to normal as soon as possible and 
your continued support is not only 
appreciated, it is essential for the club to 
survive this trying time. 
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Discounts Available to Members: 
We have an account established with Way to Grow Gardening Supply in Denver.  You can receive discounts on 
some items up to 15%. You will need to tell them you are a member of RMBS. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date and Location Agenda or Program 

July Monthly Meeting 
Tue Jul 7th 6:30 – 9:30pm 
On-line via “Zoom” 

SHORT PROGRAM:  
LONG PROGRAM: PAUL GILBERT AND DARRELL WHITLEY 

HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF VIEWING STONES AS RELATES TO 
BONSAI 

Aug Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday Aug 4th 6:30-9:30 PM 
On-Line via “Zoom” 
 

SHORT PROGRAM: 
LONG PROGRAM: JIM DOYLE 

THE ART OF BUNJIN 

August Workshop 
Aug 22 and 23 
Location TBD 
 

TODD SCHLAFER 

September Monthly Meeting  - to be held in August 
Tuesday, August 25 
Location TBD 
 

TODD SCHLAFER 
VISITING ARTIST DEMONSTRATION 

Annual RMBS Show 
 TBD 
 

DENVER BOTANIC GARDENS 

October Workshp 
Sunday, October 4 

DANNY COFFEY 

October Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, October 6 

SHORT PROGRAM: 
LONG PROGRAM: DANNY COFFEY 

November Monthly Meeting SHORT PROGRAM: 
LONG PROGRAM: JAN CULEK 

2020 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 
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Let’s pick up where we left off last month following the selection, root reduction and potting of a humble 
(cheap) nursery stock Sabina juniper from a large box store.  This month will we will see the culmination of the 
project to the “initial stop” following primary styling.  This will leave the tree in its developmental stage but set 
up for a long and pampered life as a bonsai. 

Race-pace bonsai? 

First, a word or two about the scope of work and the timing of this project.  I have witnessed professional bonsai 
artists take a pre-bonsai, perform heavy styling work with large bends, deadwood creation followed by potting 
the tree in a suitable bonsai container.  This made me wonder: did the tree die after this?  Were they severely 
stressed?  Do these trees need exquisite after care?  Of course, the trees always did fine.  The pros know what 
they are doing.  However, this does fly in the face of the traditional teaching: one major move a growing 
season.  You pot or you style.  Not both.  Wait for next year.  While this tradition does ensure success and allows 
a tree to maintain health and vigor, I wanted to give the “full demo” a try.  To be fair, I have done both potting 
and styling in a single sitting with success in the past.  This is what Will Kerns likes to refer to as “race-pace 
bonsai.” An instant transformation.  None of that pesky waiting.  

Here are some considerations that you need to take on board if you want to try to put the “pedal to the 
metal” yourself. 

1) Nursery stock is pot bound and often tolerates both root and significant shoot reduction in a single 
sitting to match the new “root / shoot” ratio.  Stock trees are your best bet.  Collected bonsai have less 
predictable root systems and often warrant additional respect (patience). 
 

2) Consider “slip potting” into a similar sized bonsai container and leaving the root system untouched 
while focusing on styling.  This is usually not possible with something in a large nursery can, as is the case 
with our tree.  This more closely approximates the “one move a season” rule. 
 

3) Timing is important.  May or June is a nice time (late in the potting season, early in the styling season for 
conifers) and this allows the tree plenty of season to repair roots and set buds prior to the autumn 
freezes.   Don’t do this late in the year unless you have great winter protection (greenhouse).  I’d avoid 
doing this after mid-summer here. 
 

4) Choice of species matters. Many deciduous and some confers can tolerate this treatment.  Junipers are a 
nice selection, as they are known to tolerate root reduction well if a good amount of foliage is 
maintained.  Pines can be more finicky about their root systems and are likely to be a chancy choice for 
the race-pace technique. 
 

5) Aftercare and winter protection are key.  You need to consider both these items prior to slapping a 
stock tree into a small container and chopping off a bunch of branches.  You cannot just park it on the 
bench in the sun next to your other trees.  You need to have a cold frame, unheated garage or 
greenhouse to protect from heavy freeze the first winter.  You also probably shouldn’t head out of town 
for a two-week vacation right away either. 
 

Nursery Stock Sabina Juniper Part Two: Primary Styling 
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Now, back to the work at hand.  I had already reduced the root system to a nice set of fine feeder roots, 
identified good basal flare and potted the tree in a training container with the correct angle to create a cascade 
style bonsai. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready for styling. After root work and potting. 

I accomplished the remaining work in 2 sessions, both occurring about one week after potting.  The first was 
about 3 hours of deadwood creation, major branch selection and wiring to create the primary style.  I focused on 
trunk line and feature branches such as the long cascade (primary) branch which sets the tone for the overall 
style of the bonsai.  The second session was all detail wiring and detail pruning. Another 3 hours.  I focused on 
creating space between foliar masses and foliage pad creation. 

1) Deadwood creation: I chose low branches that had poor ramification and interfered with the placement 
of the cascade / primary branch.  This area also adds interest to the base of the trunk and the overall 
trunk line.  I started by removing foliage on the offending branch, crushed them with jin plyers and 
stripped away the bark.  Then I wired to given them some shape.  This can be done when a living branch 
that becomes jin, and they will set in place by the end of the year and the wire  can be removed.  No lime 
sulfur treatment currently.  I will let them age naturally for a year or two. 



VOLUME 52 ISSUE 7 

 

 

 

2) Primary (defining) branch setting.  Usual custom is to begin from the bottom of the tree and work up.  
The low cascade branch was the first one I set with wire, as it would define the character of the tree and 
set the “tone” for the branch angles and pad placement which would follow. 
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3) Set counter branches:  These foliar pads were kept shorter on the left side of the tree to keep the overall 
movement and flow to the right, however they are important to create balance and a sense of stability. 
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4) Work up to the apex: Selecting branches that emerge from the correct locations where you’d like to 
have foliage mass.  All the branches should be placed to maximize photo synthesis and have their own 
“space” in the design.  This will allow for development and growth prior to the refinement phase of the 
tree (many years away).  Look at which side the branches emerge from the tree and maintain the correct 
orientation.  Very few should be bent back “across” the tree or have this relationship significantly altered.  
The apex almost always occurs from the top-most branch on the tree and apexl creation needs to be 
considered early on in styling.  Ask yourself: which piece am I going to use for the apex?  Work your way 
up to that.  When viewed from above, the bonsai should have a radial shape with branches emerging all 
around.  Not a one-sided tree. 
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5)  Final adjustments and fine wiring.  Foliar pads should be shaped and shoots selectively reduced to 
accomplish this.  Almost every piece of growth was detail wired on this juniper.  All should be placed 
accordingly, and frequently take a step back to consider the overall feel of the tree.  My goal was to try to 
showcase the interesting trunk line and movement show below. 

 

6) Initial stop and aftercare:  This tree was moved to dapped sunlight in the morning and shade after 1pm 
for a couple weeks.  Close attention has been paid to watering and I have not let it dry out completely.  I 
also have foliar fed (misted) the shoots with a dilute miracle grow solution (1/4 strength) at least twice a 
day for the first month.  It has recently been moved back to full sun and closely monitored for watering 
needs.  Foliar feeding can likely cease in the coming months.  It will be wintered in my unheated garage 
this year to prevent freezing. 
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This tree will be fertilized heavily until October.  No other work will be conducted.  Next season, new growth 
management and refining the foliar pads into more individual masses will be my focus. Stand by RMBS member 
Dan Kingery. 
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Andy 

 
Resources for Members: 
 
               Other internet resources: 

          New RMBS Web Site 
Colorado Bonsai Ltd. 
            First Branch Bonsai 
             S&S Bonsai 
        RMBS Facebook Page 
           Mike Horine Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
` 
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We’re located on the west side of the Denver Metro area, 
near I-70 and Youngfield.    
  
    Email us at:  

Specializing in Character and Colorado 
Native Collected Trees, Finished Bonsai, 
Starter Plants, Pots, Soil, Books, Tools, 
Wire, Private Lessons and Online Native 
Spruce sales. 
Do you need a gift for a hard-to-shop 
for bonsai enthusiast?  We offer 
Individual Bonsai Instruction Sessions 
and we have  
Gift Certificates!!  Use them for 
anything  (supplies, classes, etc.) and 


